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ABSTRACT 
 Arboretum Sylva situated in the small town of Gurahont, Arad County contains 
a diversified collection of trees, shrubs and small shrubbery vegetation from different 
phytogeographical areas of the world. The favorable site placed in Zarand depression, where 
Gurahont is located, made possible the establishment of the Arboretum Sylva collection. In 
the year 1962 therewhere made the first attempts of transforming the park into an arboretum. 
On an area of 4,6 ha cleared from the old and degraded vegetative material, the plantation of 
seedlings from Simeria, Snagov and Buziaş, was started. In the following years there was 
arranged a seed bed of 0,4 ha, and the irrigation canals of the old, artificial lake were cleaned 
and fixed (0,30 ha). The entire arboretum was extended in the year 1975 over Valea 
Honţişorului river on a surface of 12,6 ha. The seeds and vegetative materials are obtained 
from numerous Botanical gardens on dofferent continents. The important collection, 2578 
taxons, with 3465 samples, is a true treasure of our national patrimony. It is one of the 
important scientific and touristic areas in the county of Arad. The conservation and 
diversification of the collection is a future goal sustained by the multiplication of species 
represented by one individual and by the acquisition of seeds of species not present at the 
moment in the collection.Following the arboretum administration contract signed by the 
Faculty of Environmental Protection, University of Oradea, the conservation and 
diversification of the woody species collection became a priority among other administration 
activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 1. - Location of the Dendrological Park Arboretum Sylva 
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